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CanSORT Annual Meeting 

CanSORT Annual Meeting focuses on individualized breast cancer treatment 

On August 5, 2014 the Cancer Surveillance and Outcomes Research Team (CanSORT) held their an-

nual, national program meeting to discuss the challenges of individualizing treatments for breast cancer patients 

and to review progress on their P01 Program Project Award awarded by the National Cancer Institute (NCI) in 

2012. The purpose of this retreat was to engage faculty and national partners in advancing breast cancer treat-

ment population science and implementation research.  ―The enthusiastic response from UM faculty, national 

faculty and industry partners, NCI leadership and UM leadership underscored the essential mission of the 

CanSORT research program.  That mission is to improve health by understanding how precision medicine can be 

deployed to individualize cancer treatment in the community,‖ (Steven Katz, MD, MPH, co- founder of 

CanSORT; Professor of Medicine).  Attendees of the retreat included CanSORT investigators and the research 

management team.  Also in attendance were colleagues of the External Advisory Board, key leaders from the 

NCI, and local leadership from the University of Michigan Comprehensive Cancer Center and Institute of Health 

Policy and Innovation.  

During the day,  Sarah Hawley, PhD, MPH (co-founder of CanSORT; Associate Professor of Medicine) and 

Larry An, MD, Associate Professor of Medicine reviewed progress of the P01’s randomized controlled trial of an 

online deliberation portal for patients newly diagnosed with breast cancer.  The purpose of the RCT is to evaluate 

a decision support tool for patients in clinical practice and to follow-up and collect information about women’s 

treatment decision making methods. Other featured retreat content included the role of the primary care physi-

cian for cancer patients from the time of diagnosis to survivorship. New General Medicine Associate Professor, 

Lauren Wallner, PhD, MPH, led this presentation with John Ayanian, MD, MPP, as discussant.  

A very exciting and motivating moment of the day involved a visit from the 

University of Michigan’s 14th President, Mark Schlissel, MD, PhD.  As a for-

mer physician and biomedical researcher, his comments regarding the im-

portance of research to the University of Michigan community were appreci-

ated and well received.  ―It was a great day of exuberant inquiry and debate 

around pace-setting science.  CanSORT is a model for team science at UM 

and our annual meeting reinforced the synergy and creative verve generat-

ed through inspired engagement and shared mission,‖ Dr. Katz said in sum-

mary of the day.      
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